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FM  cg'alac  elkemdorf  afb  alasi^a 

TO  CS  USAF  WASH  DC 
CG  ATIC  WPAFB  OHIO 
CG  Arc  ZNT  AFB  COLO 

IMFC  COM  ALASKAN  SEA  FRONTIER  KODIAK  ALASKA 
NZAC  PZPPERRELL  AFB  NFLD 
FZAF  TOKYO  JAPAN 

5221  ST  COMPOSITE  WG  LADD  AFB  ALSKA 
US  AHiKY  FT  RICHARDSON  ALASKA 
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ATTN  ATIAA-2C  , AACID-ii2237  FLY  OB  RPT.  FOL  REPT  RZC  FR  CO 
AACS  DZT  BARTER  ISLAND,  UNEDEMTIFIED  OBJ  AT  THIS  STA  2S1452Z 
FIRST  SIGHTED  AT  APPRX  3200  FZZT  DESCENDING  FR  THE  VEST 
FALLING  LEAF  PATTERN,  DESCENDED  TO  APRK  2000  FEET  OVER  THIS 
AND  HCVERD,  HAD  BRILLIANT  ORANGE  VHITE  LIGHTS  WHICH  WAS  FLASHED 
SEVERAL  TIMES,  ATTN  WAS  ORIGINALLY  DIRD  TO  THIS  OBJ  BY 
SOUND  SIWIUR  TO  A HELICOPTER,  THE  NOISE  WAS  NOT  LOUD  AND  WAS 
NOT  AUDIBLE  ABOVE  AN  E5TD-5000  FEET,  THE  OBJ  CLIMED  BACKUP  DOING 
SAME  PATTERN  AS  DESCENDING  AND  IM  ONE  HALF  MILE 
OF  FWD  MTN  CLIMBED  TO  APRX  15020  FEET.  THE  FWDND  CLIMBING 
SPEED  INCREASED  AS  IT  CLIMBED  TO  THE  EAST  AT  0814552  THE 
WAS  CUT  OF  SIGHT  , SIZE  WAS  ESTD  AT  APRX  C-47  ACFT 
DIMENSIONS,  THE  WEA  AT  TIME  WAS  5000  SCATTERED  WITH  A SURF 
VISIBILITY  OF  7 MILES,  THIS  OBJ  WAS  VIEWED  BY  TWO  RATED  PILOTSM. 
.WRITTEN  REPORT.  F0LL0’4S0^?3^AI>ED  AT  3 YTiAR  ' 
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I The  f'^llowlni?  report  I3  ^aaed  on  personal  interro  mtion  of  the  3'^ urce  (Caotaln 

F-ibert  F,  -arr.ea)  and  ha3  b«*jn  reviwei  by  source  Cor  acc-Lracy  and  c^Trrleteneas. 

On  the  Tarrriliig  of  8 February  1953 f Captain  Bamea  was  thawin*»  arei  heatin^'  a C-»>7 
AF9215  at  the  ^srtor  Island  air  strln,  Farter  Island,  41asha,  Barnes  was  wor^ln?  In 
the  ri^ht  wheel  well  when  he  heard  a noise  which  seoraed  to  be  '^ut  -f  3ynchronlzfi.ticn 
with  the  Hersicn  Velson  heatera  runnln';  neirbr'.  He  luc’cel  out  of  the  wheel  well  and  | 
valued  over  to  lh9  heaters  located  in  front  of  the  left  main  ^ar.  He  i-neiiately 
realized  ohot  the  new  noise  was  not  caused  'sy  the  heaters,  hut  was  e.mar.Rtin.?  free*,  a 
lor  .'9,  roxTjd,  Iri-ht  objoct,  which  was  dcsceniin : over  the  buil.iir.  ^ area  an  ore  x in  ate  I7 

; 3, '’4  nils  away.  The  tine  was  145CZ  (Q45C  local)  cy  Oapoain  riameo  ' watch,  which  ha  j 

! atatea  wo'cii  he  accurate  to  'within  olus  or  minus  three  adnutes, 

l : 

! 'I’.Ln  first  seen,  ''irr:"S  estirated  t'e  object  to  be  acnroxiratel*  5X0  fset.  It 

/as  iescendir..^  in  a sort  of  fjllirg  leal’  oattrm  except  teat  thero  was  no  upvari 
it  the  end  of  each  side  to  side  sioveraent  as  in  a tris  fallinj;  leaf  descent.  Captain  ] 
'omes  Astixated  distance  c-''’''ered  by  the  side  to  side  rovonarts  at  about  20*3  feet. 

k 

I 

J 

V.'ithin  apcroxi^tely  4")  secoixls,  the  object  had  reached  an  agtiuaced  2000  faet 
iirectly  over  the  bjlldln?  area  where  it  hovered  for  aprr-'^xirately  45  seconds.  At 
this  point,  the  object  blinlced  out  twice  for  intervals  estlraated  at  l/50th  of  a 
second*  The  object  was  described  as  round  in  shape  and  brilliant  white  in  color* 

Hknall  ray-like  appendages  an  ‘aj*cd  on  either  lever  side  (see  sketch)  which  Captain 
Fames  could  not  accurately  describe  as  light  beams  or  solid  material.  They  were 
definite  in  shape > as  he  notp  1 in  the  sketch.  He  c^uli  make  o T *.  ohe SC  a r pends  ^es 
only  while  the  object  was  V alow  4X)C  feet.  ' 


The  color  of  the  light  was  sitilar  to  that  of  white  hot  metal  except  that 
did  not  appear  -to  lllittlnate  the  area  and  left  absolutely  no  afterglow  when  It 
blinked  out.  Ha  described  it  as  a cold  but  brilliant  light. 


it 


Captain  Barnes  estisiated  the  slae  as  scalier  than  a C-47  or  approximately  30 
to  40  feet  In  diameter.  Caotain  Fames  feels  that  his  estimates  for  the  size  and 
altitudes  of  the  object  are  valid  due  to  the  sound  and  the  fact  that  the  object  later 
passed  directly  o'^erhead* 

t 

' ^ 

The  object  seened  to  be  affected  by  the  wind  as  it  ho-vered  at  2000  feet,  arjd  i 
Captain  names  stated  it  acted  at  all  times  lice  some  sort  of  controlled  craft.  After 
apparently  drifting  L/hile  hovering  at  zero  speed,  the  object  moved  about  50  feet 
against  the  wind  to  near  its  original  position* 

The  sound  emanating  from  the  object  was  described  as  not  lo‘ad  but  a deep,  heavy 
T-und  such  as  large  ccncre+^e-oio'inted  electric  generators  would  make  while  oneratlrF . 


IftAr  h-'v^ring  for  arpraxima-elv  45  3ec-r.ds,  the  object  be-an  zn  clinb  cut  usin?’ 
9 sane  pa" '-err.  as  it  did  for  the  descent.  The  ciin“ouu  v=3  nop  at  a ligr.  rnte  of 
eed  arvi  ‘hA  v-rtical  mov=’- -^nt  was  greater  than  the  lateral  m-v--'ne-t.  As  it  ascerded 
n move:  ivo"  the  Fast,  -.he  object  s-'er.Fd  to  te-'k  in  ■"'H^r  t"  '^•i-taln  th-=>  Ta.it—- 
?o'irte,  irr.a'^  the  ascent,  the  ob'-a-’t  ’■'linked  rep:.trlv  at,  one  TLirri*'  i~- 
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2 3€C""ds 


..a. a 

4 — 


>>,...4  - 


its  cilnbout 


1st  Idcutenant  Lewis  '•riffin  vas  iriviri.'  a veaael  frtia 
the  aircraft.  Vhen  he  arrived.  Captain  "arncs  p^-'inted  out 
Iriffin*  It  this  tine,  the  object  was  directly  -v-rhead 
15,0C0  feet,  and  the  tine  was  0453  local  by  Lieutenert 


i.:e  bulidin  : area  down  to 
the  object  for  Lieutenant 
“t  an  estimated  10,000  to 
rriffin's  VAtch.  (nttv, 
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three  aiinutes  fast).  Captain  Barnes  ill  not  note  the  ti-ve  of  iisar'-eranee . The  two 
obseir/ers  continued  to  watch  the  11  ^t  for  arpr^:clr.atel7  two  c-^re  ".Inut-a,  as  it 
traveled  “!asterl7  blln!d.n^  ?.s  it  vent  ami  iisaopearc"!  ir.  the  distance.  X3  it  aocemi 
, the  object  seened  t-o  pick  ut?  apeed;  the  11  *ht  dirraed  soncwtiat  ami  took  on  an 
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ectlv  overheid  when  Dantain  *Hrnes  '"cir.t«»d  it  i*  oTii  '-atch*^-^  it  t*'r  about  t’.'O 


3 tauter,  re  :'elt  it  Inpogsi'  l»  for  nlTi.i«_f  tc  ^ :tirat'»  the 
the  eject,  since  he  na^l  no  ilea  o:'  uhat  the  was. 
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Lieutenant  iriffin  Is  n nllot  with  aocroximately  IIT)  hcvira  flvin.^  tirie.  He 
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has  a total  of  10  years  3er'’/lce,  5 years  of  which  have  been  on  active  duty.  He  has 
been  stationed  in  Alaska  since  Decenber  1951. 
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The  following  InfoTOation  regarilnr  the  031500Z  vreather  ballocn  relsase  wns 
surrclled  by  the  Farter  Island  Veather  Detachment* 
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CeTHMT^TS  of  Preparing  Officer: 

Althou.-T-  the  time  of  sighting  and  tine  of  release  does  not  correiata  exict4 

I7,  many  other  factEora  a^ach  ns  mte  of  , course  of  travel  and  aacer.airn  rate 

seam  to  a-croe  with  the  ?~A1.  30  :nl! nr.  Ptoroonr.ei  of  7th  Air  •/■aather  :ircun  atata 
that  the  exact  time  of  reloauje  as  raportad  cr/  t.ha  Parter  Island  Veather  E)etachn:ent 
day  possihlv  be  the  time  that  the  aoundir-g  was  chelated  instead  of  the  ti-ne  that 
die  aoundlng  started* 


In  regards  to  the  sound  reported,  Cantadn  Barnes 
due  to  bis  initial  surprise  at  seeing  a strange  light, 
sioce  In  asacclatlng  the  spiund  with  the  light. 


agrees  to  the  orssibillty  that, 
he  naay  have  j imped  to  concla- 


Cairtain  Barnes  feels  sure  ^hat  the  object  van  descending  vher  he  first  noticed 
it*  However,  the  possibility  exists  that  an  Illusion  of  descent  ^ay  have  been 
created  by  the  light  varlahl^  s-tirface  vials  and  the  resultant  changes  In  direction 
of  travel  of  the  ballon* 

9 

The  falUng’-leaf  pattern  arkl  blln^cLng  of  t!ie  light  could  have  b'^en  caused  by 
the  oeclUatlon  nomally  assoc:iated  with  PIPAL  releases* 

Consldezdji^  all  factors,  It  Is  the  opinion  of  the  preparing  officer  that  the 
objeet  slated  vas  probably  the  light  from  the  081500Z  PIBAL  so'indlng*  The  obser- 

the  preparing  officer  vill  witness  a PnAL  release  from  Merrill  Field  In 
to  determine  if  any  slir.ilarlty  exists* 

tt*'is  felt  that  the  importance  of  this  report  lies  in  the  fact  that  a qualified 
aerial  obeerver  may  have  mistaken  the  light  on  a PIBAL  for  an  mconventlonal  flying  * 
object* 
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!•  Description  of  Incident 

Tiro  pllota  from  this  station  nade  a ground-visual  observation  of  an  uniderw 
tlfied  aerial  object  coming  in  over  their  base  in  a falling  leaf  pattern  from  the 
west.  Tims  of  the  observation  was  0U5^  local*  It  hovered^  connieted  of  brilliant 
orange  white  lights  seen  for  a period  of  eight  ninutes  after  which  the  object 
clijiibed  eastward  and  disappeared*  Throughout  It  gave  off  a noise  similar  to  a 
helicopter's  and  was  estimated  by  the  viewers  to  be  the  approximate  size  of  a 
C~Ul  aircraft* 

H*  Discussion  of  Incident  ^ 

I i • 

This  report  la  on  the  brief  side  and  gives  no  information  on  air  traffic  at 
the  time  of  slating.  It  is  possible^  however*  that  the  above-average  sources  may 
have  obeerved  a helicopter  and  became  confused*  Any  evaluation  will  have  to  be 
based  on  additional  Inforitation  on  •helicopter  traffic  which  ATIC  has  requested. 

Ill*  Conclusion 

Insufficient  data* 
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